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An argument that operational urban planning can be improved by the
application of the tools of urban economics to the design of regulations and

infrastructure.Urban planning is a craft learned through practice. Planners make
rapid decisions that have an immediate impact on the ground--the width of

streets, the minimum size of land parcels, the heights of buildings. The language
they use to describe their objectives is qualitative--"sustainable," "livable,"

"resilient"--often with no link to measurable outcomes. Urban economics, on
the other hand, is a quantitative science, based on theories, models, and

empirical evidence largely developed in academic settings. In this book, the
eminent urban planner Alain Bertaud argues that applying the theories of urban

economics to the practice of urban planning would greatly improve both the
productivity of cities and the welfare of urban citizens.Bertaud explains that

markets provide the indispensable mechanism for cities' development. He cites
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